
Report of BLACK SEA TR BRAVO 2/2013 EXERCISE 

(31.10.2013-01.11.2013) 

Introduction.  

 
According to the Black Sea Contingency Plan (Annex IX - Long term plan for Oil Spill Exercises) and 

the decisions of the 20th ESAS AG meeting (11-13 October 2011) Turkey was responsible for 

conducting the Black Sea BRAVO Exercise in the third decade of October 2013. 

 

MSRCC Turkey on behalf of Turkey has arranged and conducted a quarterly Black Sea BRAVO 

Exercise in 31 of October and 01 of  November 2013. 

The goal of the exercise was to test the agreed procedures and lines of communication (e-mail, fax, 

telephone) for reporting, requesting and providing assistance, and to get a picture of the current 

response readiness of the Black Sea Contracting Parties when called to assist. 

The following entities participated in the exercise: 

1. MRCC Batumi (Georgia); 

2. MRCC Constanta (Romania); 

3. MRCC Varna (Bulgaria); 

4. SMRCC Odessa (Ukraine); 

5. ERAC Varna; 

6. BS Commission PS; 

7. MRCC Novorossiysk (Russia); 

 

1. SCENARIO:  

 
On the 01

th
 of November 2013, at 08:00 UTC Oil Product tanker ñNAFTILOS ANò (flag Malta) 

which sailed from Novo port oil terminal was loaded with Russian Crude oil, in position 41° 23.36' 

N  ; 029° 06.36ô E, northen entrance of Istanbul Strait collided with the Cargo vessel "GREAT" .   

As a result of collision, Oil Product tanker ñNAFTILOS ANò had a serious tear, crude oil spilled into 

the sea. Not any important damage in Cargo vessel "GREAT". DISTRESS signal was received by 

MSRCC Turkey in Ankara from both ships at VHF channel 16 and collision position determined 

from VHF DSC and Inmarsat-c.  

Approximately 1100 tones of Russian crude oil has been spilled at sea from Oil Product tanker 

ñNAFTILOS ANò.  

Weather condition:  

¶ Wind direction and speed - W  4 m/s; 

¶ Current - N  0,9 knots; 

¶ Sea state and visibility - calm, visibility 8 Nm.  

Characteristics of pollution - Russian export blend crude oil (REBCO), API/60ºF = 31.10, density at 

15ºC = 0.86-0.87, viscosity 248 cSt at 15ºC.;  

The National Marine Oil Spill contingency plan was activated; National On-Scene Commander was 

a head of MSRCC.  

 

 



This report includes all information gathered during the exercise as: 

1. Scenario; 

2. First Announcement of conduct of BLACK SEA TR BRAVO 2/2013 EXERCISE; 

3. Texts of messages send; 

4. Summary table message; 

5. Notes; 

6. Conclusion. 
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